NOTES

Rice Island Team Meeting

June 11, 2003

Port of Astoria Conference Room

1. Airport Projects

San Francisco Airport Project is on hold, due to reductions in air traffic.  There is potential for some of the environmental studies on runway and borrow options to be completed, as they are near completion now.

Sea-Tac Airport is also planning a runway expansion project, that will involve significant volumes of fill material.  They are planning on going out to bid for the fill sometime this fall.  The Port of Seattle as suggested that the Rice Island team (or management team) contact potential private sector bidders on the project.  

2. Sand Availability

The Oregon Concrete and Aggregate Producers Association (OCAPA) has indicated that they would oppose any effort by DSL to provide a license to market Rice Island sand by the Ports of Astoria and Portland.  

A draft application for the license has been developed by the Port of Portland and Port of Astoria, but the group agreed that a meeting should be set up with OCAPA before submitting the application, to explore their concerns and possible options.  DSL will review the unsigned draft application in the meantime.  

3. Institutional Framework  

A draft intergovernmental agreement has been developed, between DSL, the Port of Portland, and the Port of Astoria, which states the intent of the two ports to cooperate on the Rice Island project, proceeding with preliminary design, market analysis, citizen participation, and resolution of any regulatory issues.  (Not construction)

The draft agreement outlines roles and responsibilities, which includes CREST (through contract with Port of Astoria) convening a group of regulatory agencies once preliminary in-water design is completed.  

The stated intent is to apply for Oregon Economic and Community Development Department funding this summer for the preliminary design work through a local government grant that will require local match.  The work would begin this fall (2003).  

It is anticipated that the IGA will be signed in late summer.  

Sebastian Degans from the Port of Portland will be sending out to the Rice Island Group a draft work plan on the Rice Island Project.

4. Regulatory Issues

Matt Van Ess will convene the regulatory group once the preliminary design work is completed.  

Patty Snow of USFWS reiterated that the timing of work, related to keeping Terns from establishing nesting sites in the spring, is an issue of concern.  

The issue of invasive species was again raised, and an article handed out.  Peter Gearin responded that a Ports group is already working on invasive species issues.  

5. Next Steps

Steve Greenwood said he would revise the Draft Declaration of Cooperation and send it out for review prior to gathering signatures.  

Matt Van Ess said that the Oregon Solutions contract for Rice Island support is up, and he will be talking to several members of the group about extending Oregon Solutions facilitation/support for the Rice Island group to early fall.  

Matt also announced that the Dredge Oregon is now working at Rice Island, and he will work with the Port of Portland to schedule a tour to view the work.  The tour will be sometime the week of June 23.

