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September 18, 2003

Governor Ted Kulongoski

Oregon State Capitol Building

Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Governor Kulongoski, 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Lower Columbia Solution Group’s signed Declaration of Cooperation for the Rice Island project on the lower Columbia River.  

As you know, Rice Island is a state-owned island constructed from maintenance dredging material on the lower Columbia River, and is nearly at its disposal capacity.  Because lack of disposal capacity in the area near the mouth of the Columbia River could have severe economic and/or environmental consequences, the Bi-state Lower Columbia Solutions Group charged a team of public officials and community representatives to get Rice Island sand “market ready” for beneficial use.  This includes planning and preparation of facilities, an institutional framework for permitting and contracting, market analysis, and regulatory coordination. The team used a collaborative process, assisted by Oregon Solutions, and I want to thank you for the opportunity to serve as the convener for this process. 

After several months of meetings, the team made significant accomplishments on every one of its objectives:  

· An intergovernmental agreement has been developed between the Port of Portland and Port of Astoria to provide the institutional framework needed to market the Rice Island sand.   

· A project management group, including the Oregon Division of State Lands (DSL), will meet periodically to provide policy guidance to the work effort. 
· The Division of State Lands intends to issue a license or contract for the marketing of all or a portion of Rice Island sands, to facilitate the commercial and beneficial use of those sands and provide royalties to the State of Oregon.  A first step in this process has been the drafting of a license agreement for review by prospective parties. 

· The Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce (CREST) will, through its contract with the Port of Astoria, ensure that all necessary regulatory permits are applied for and received.   CREST agrees to convene as necessary an interagency group of local, state, and federal regulatory agencies that will include but not be limited to: DSL, Clatsop County, U.S. Corps of Engineers, NOAA Fisheries, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, and the Oregon Departments of Environmental Quality and Fish and Wildlife.  This group has agreed to coordinate to the extent possible the regulatory activities associated with the Rice Island project. 

· The Port of Portland is conducting, through a contractor, an assessment of the west coast market for Rice Island sands. 

· The Project Management Group will soon begin a feasibility study for a sand load out facility, including conceptual design and permitting required.

On behalf of the work group, I would like to thank you for the state’s continued commitment to the Lower Columbia Solutions Group process.  The cooperation of the various state agency representatives, most particularly Steve Purchase from the Division of State Lands, Robin Roberts of the Governor’s Community Solutions Office, and Patty Snow of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, has been critical to help move the Rice Island project forward.  We have set the stage for a win-win for the economy and the environment, and it could not have been accomplished without the efforts of these state agencies.    

Sincerely, 

Matthew Van Ess

Executive Director

Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce (CREST)

 

