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Meeting Summary

Lower Columbia Solutions Group

Monday, April 12, 2004  1 p.m. to 3 p.m

I.  Welcome and Introductions
Greg Wolf, Executive Director of the National Policy Consensus Center (NPCC), opened the meeting.  He stated the objectives of the meeting and asked the group to approve the meeting minutes from the January 26 LCSG meeting.  The minutes were approved.

II.  Strategic Plan

Bill Blosser reported on the work of the Strategic Plan subcommittee.  The Strategic Plan proposes a management structure for how LCSG can evolve to serve as a clearinghouse, conduct research and select projects.  The plan outlines an expanded role for the LCSG.  The Strategic Plan will be implemented through a new charter with LCSG operating procedures.  There was general agreement among the members about the proposal.  A subcommittee will be working on expanded membership of LCSG and will report back to the group at the next meeting.  Members suggested that missing partners include:  Oregon DSL, Washington DNR, EPA, and Clatsop and Pacific Counties.

Doris McKillip of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers presented a “wiring diagram” to the group to illustrate the Corps Channel Improvement Project and the link between the work of LCSG and the Regional Sediment Management Plan.  The wiring diagram is included in the Strategic Plan.  The Corps of Engineers invited the LCSG to participate in a Regional Sediment Management workshop this fall to discuss the procedure of managing sediment.  The workshop will include other stakeholders.  A subcommittee including members Peter Gearin, Matt Van Ess, Dale Beasley will work with the Corps on this workshop.

The group discussed funding options for LCSG.  Sources of funding include:  Congressional, LCSG members, federal agencies, foundations, and state legislatures.  Staff at LCSG will continue to pursue funding options.  The Charter will solidify the group’s credibility to get state funding.  

III.  Project Status Report

Near Shore Beneficial Use

Steve Greenwood reviewed the objectives and timing for Phase I and Phase II of the Near Shore project.  The goal of the Near Shore project is to conduct a demonstration project, to examine options and impacts of disposal in the near shore area.  The long term goal is preventing maintaining the life of the jetty and preventing future breaches.  The Phase I Declaration of Cooperation provides a regulatory roadmap.  The main product of Phase II will be a design for the demonstration project.  The demonstration project is proposed to be funded in FFY ’06.  Members expressed concern regarding the possibility of a jetty breach before the demonstration project is complete and the importance of the Corps commitment to placement in the near shore, assuming that the demonstration project is successful.  Paul Klarin from DLCD discussed the broadened scope of work for Phase II that will include the OSU Institute for Natural Resources to look at technical and scientific issues related to the project.

IV.  Funding Proposals

Susan Brody and Kim Travis have contacted the Congressional offices to follow up on the request letter submitted by LCSG to request funding.  Congressional staff report that appropriations will not meet until the fall.  The group discussed possible funding options in addition to seeking Congressional funding.  Possible sources include:  EPA, Coast Guard, and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  Staff will report back to the group at the next meeting.

V.  Next Steps

The group agreed to meet again in June to hear reports from the subcommittees and to review the LCSG Charter document.

Members in attendance:

(I have list at home)

