Draft Meeting Summary

Lower Columbia Solutions Group

Thursday, February 16, 3006 1:00—3:00

Portland State University
I. Welcome, introductions

Greg Wolf asked the group to approve the minutes of last meeting.  Peter Huhtala pointed out that his name was spelled wrong.  The group approved the last meeting minutes.

II. Regional Sediment Management

Cathy Tortorici handed out slides from a PowerPoint presentation that references the California Sediment Master Plan.  After walking through her presentation she opened the floor for discussion.  Jim Bergeron was interested in a study done by CREST.  Robert Warren explained that the issue is how the sediment is being distributed.  Middle depth habitats are being reduced.  Robert stated that LCSG could serve as a mechanism to integrate the CREST study and other existing information.  There is also a need to identify a data gap.   Bill Blosser pointed out that the need for a Sediment Plan was identified in the LCSG Charter as an area of focus.  

The group then discussed the problem of funding.  The State of California funded that effort along with some local community funding.  Doris McKillip announced that there is an RSM presentation by the Corps coming up on March 21.  This event might be a good start to get baseline information.  Laura Hicks stated that the ’08 budget submission could include a G.I. study for this.  The ’07 budget only has one G.I. study in the budget.  Members of the group inquired about securing funds for preliminary study in ’07?

It was agreed that the next step is scoping a budget with tasks and timeline to get a better handle on the steps involved and the funding needed for each step.  Bob Bailey, with the Oregon coastal program stressed that agencies implement the Sediment Plan every day through projects.  Gathering the information and strategic plan is an important exercise because DLCD, among other agencies, have the authority to make decisions.  The scope and scale in California is large – the entire CA coast.  Oregon does not have to replicate their program but it provides a good model.  Through the LCSG, Oregon DLCD can work with WA Dept of Ecology for authority.

III. Budget Review

Greg Wolf announced that Channel Coalition funding has been reduced.  LCSG needs $25,000 for the second part of the year to continue doing our work.  Greg announced that the State of Washington will be looking for funding and Oregon DLCD has limited funding but will continue to support us.

IV. Congressional Funding

Steve Greenwood discussed a draft letter that will be send to the Congressional Delegation with the LCSG priorities.  The priorities are similar to FFY ‘06.

Jetty Repairs (6 M in President’s Budget)

In FFY ’07, $5 million is needed to complete repairs of the South Jetty. Costs to repair the jetties following a breach are estimated at 2 to 5 times higher than if repairs are completed prior to the failure.
Nearshore Beneficial Use (nothing in the President’s Budget)

The initial phase of this project was successfully completed in September 2005.  Funding is needed to conduct Phase II of the Nearshore Demonstration project, including pre-test study and analysis in the summer of 2007 and immediate post-test follow up in August/Sept 2007.

SW Washington Littoral Drift project (nothing in the President’s Budget).  Mike DeSimone handed out information on this project.  They are recommending $1.9 carryover funds from ’05-’06 into ’07 if they get authority to place.  They are going to ask for an additional $2 M.

NW Regional Sediment Management Plan   $100,000 to the Corps of Engineers for a General Investigation and Reconnaissance 905(B) report to complete the preliminary phase of a bi-state Lower Columbia Solutions Group plan for sediment management and beneficial use in the lower Columbia River and Columbia Littoral Cell.  As we get past the Reconnaissance phase, Corps can use cost share.

Steve asked the group about a trip to Washington DC to promote LCSG priorities.  Richard Krikava with Senator Smith’s Office says that talking to local offices is effective and more cost efficient.  The next steps are to finalize the letters and make appointments with local congressional staff.

V.  Puget Island/Beach Assessment

Bill Blosser reviewed the assessment report.  It was concluded that many organizations are working to solve the issue.  The role of LCSG is to support the ongoing state efforts to resolve these issues.  This will not be designated as an active project of the LCSG.  LCSG will offer support to the county.

Scott Robinson with the WA Department of Ecology agreed that support from LCSG will go along way to help fund the project.  Jack VonFeld, a community member brought pictures from the area showing several houses on the Oregon side and in Washington that are in immediate danger.  Laura Hicks, USACE explained that environmental clearances are needed and that is part of the problem.  The County is perusing this in Washington.  The next step is to make an application for environmental clearances in Oregon.

VI.  Next Steps

The group agreed that the next meeting will be held in Astoria.  Peter Gearin will assist in “hosting” the group.  Topics to cover at the next meeting include the Toxics assessment and Rice Island.

Cathy Tortorici announced a meeting August 29th – 31st for watershed management and sediment management (Sediment Shed).  This is a Federal Agency conference highlighting case studies from around the country.  There is also an April 19-20 meeting on Lower Columbia River Estuary – overview of information on research, monitoring, etc.

Bob Bailey announced that Coastal Zone conference in July’07 will be held in Portland.  He would like to showcase Pacific Northwest, in particular with a session on MCR and planning.  He feels that it would be good to highlight the things positive work that is going on, including the Lower Columbia Solutions Group.
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