Meeting Summary

Lower Columbia Solutions Group

Tuesday July 25, 2006
Portland State University

I. Welcome and Introductions

Greg Wolf, Executive Director of NPCC, opened the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  The minutes from the April 17th LCSG meeting were approved.  It was agreed that the agenda be changed to allow for Regional Sediment Management to be the first item for discussion.
II. Recommendations for Regional Sediment Management

Phil Trask, of PC Trask & Associates gave a presentation of the report titled, “Sediment Management in the Columbia River Estuary:  Identifying the Benefits of Comprehensive Planning.”  Phil began his presentation by noting that much of the report built upon the earlier work of Bill Blosser.  The report highlights existing material management plans, ecosystem restoration plans, and technical reports.  There is no overall plan to guide beneficial uses nor do the existing materials evaluate the strategic use of sediment.  It was discussed by members of the LCSG, Government Liaisons, and interested parties that a subcommittee proceed to further scope the project and identify funding.  Members of the subcommittee include:  Phil Trask, Cathy Tortorici and Robert Anderson from NOAA Fisheries, Deb Marriott and Scott McEwen from LCREP, Doris McKillip from USACE, Audrey O’Brien from DEQ, Steve Greenwood and Bill Blosser from the National Policy Consensus Center.  

Cathy Tortorici announced that there is an upcoming conference:  “Managing Sediments in the Watershed: Bringing Dredged Material and Watershed Managers Together.”  This conference will be held on August 28-31 and will provide a good opportunity to learn about other efforts across the country and to also talk about what LCSG is doing.  Doris McKillip suggested that we connect with George Domurat and Susan Ming, who are with the group from California that is working on Regional Sediment Planning.
III.  Columbia Nearshore project status report
Doris McKillip reported on the status of the Columbia Nearshore Beneficial Use project.  There has been a lot of activity on this project, including progress with the subgroups associated with the scientific studies and environmental clearances.  Doris also reported on the July 12th meeting with representatives from the State of Oregon, USEPA, USACE, and LCSG to focus on environmental clearance requirements for a larger placement than FY 2006.  There are two potential avenues:  A Clean Water Act Permit or a permit administered by the USEPA.  Doris announced that there is a Columbia Nearshore Beneficial Use team meeting next month in Astoria to look at berm configurations.
IV.  Toxics Subcommittee Report
Peter Gearin, Port of Astoria initiated the report on behalf of the other subcommittee members:  Scott McEwen and Deb Marriott of LCREP, Mary Lou Socia of USEPA, Bill Blosser and Steve Greenwood of LCSG.  This subcommittee grew out of the last LCSG meeting in Astoria when it was discussed that legacy pollutants settle into the lower estuary.  The subcommittee has identified three options for pursuing this as a LCSG project:  (1) regulatory; (2) materials management; (3) preventative measures.  Participants discussed other existing efforts including the Regional Sediment Evaluation Team that is meeting to determine the threshold for toxics.  Other issues include where to put the sediment upland, and determining if it is a hot spot or disposal and which to focus on.  Many of these issues are a regional problem and require a bi-state forum to discuss financing the solution to these issues.  Deb Marriott added that the State of Washington has approved an “orphan fund” for toxics cleanup.  She will try to find more information about this fund.
V. Congressional Appropriations
 Lower Columbia Solutions Group submitted four priorities to the Congressional Delegation for FFY 07.  Although the final budget has not been approved, current House and Senate versions suggest Jetty Repair will be allocated $1.916 over the President’s Budget.  The conference committee will meet after the election.  Chuck Gale with PIE Engineering reported on the conflict between the house and senate version of the budget for Benson Beach.
VI.   Lower Columbia Solutions Group budget
Steve Greenwood reported on the secured funds for LCSG to continue operating.  The State of Washington has pledged $10,000 and the Columbia River Channel Coalition has funded the group in previous years.  The Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development has funded the Columbia Nearshore Beneficial Use project and may have funds in FY ’07 to support the operations of LCSG.
VII. Next Steps

Agenda items for future LCSG meetings were noted, including an update on the Rice Island project, and reports from the designated subcommittees.  

Greg Wolf adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.
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