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Meeting Summary

Lower Columbia Solutions Group

Thursday, November 18 2004, 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m

I.  Welcome and Introductions
Greg Wolf, Executive Director of the National Policy Consensus Center (NPCC), opened the meeting.  He stated the objectives of the meeting and asked the group to approve the meeting minutes from the June 29th LCSG meeting.  Changes were made to the attendees list to reflect the correct information from the previous meeting.

II.  Project Status Report

Nearshore Beneficial Use Project

Steve Greenwood, project staff and Jim Bergeron, project convener, updated the group on the progress of this project.  The project goal is to address the depletion of near-shore (littoral zone) sands off the mouth of the Columbia.  To meet this goal, the team decided to pursue a limited research demonstration in 2005 to measure the sea-bottom accumulations of an “enhanced dumping” method.  This limited demonstration project will help confirm the feasibility of a larger Demonstration Project in 2006 in the near-shore area off the south jetty.  The purpose is to test the technical effectiveness of the proposed project and the biological impacts.  The attached Project Status Report was a hand out for the discussion.  

Davis Moriuchi informed the group of the Corp’s Performance Based Budgeting and that it is important for the group to inform members of Congress that the Nearshore Beneficial Use project is a priority for the region.

III.   Charter Discussion

Bill Blosser outlined the basic components of the new LCSG Charter.  Bill presented the revised “wiring diagram”, Figure 1 in the Charter.  The diagram illustrates the LCSG as a clearing-house for discussion and coordination for issues in the Lower River.  Sources of ideas or project proposals will be presented to the LCSG by members of the LCSG and by a Liaison Group to include state and federal agencies, lower river cities and counties, legislative staff and tribes.  The Liaison Group would be contacted prior to each meeting to suggest items for the agenda.

LCSG staff will analyze proposals for LCSG work with an initial evaluation based on LCSG criteria:  1)Geographic; 2)Sediment; 3)Sustainability; 4)Added Value of LCSG; 5)Funding availability.  Members of the LCSG will review the staff evaluation and designate the proposal as a LCSG activity or send the proposal to a more appropriate venue.

Proposed groundrules were handed out and discussed by the group.  The members agreed to incorporate them in the Charter document.

The group discussed both the difficulty and the value of signing specific project agreement documents.  Additional discussions will occur with the Corps and others on this issue and staff will report back to the LCSG.

The group agreed to expand membership of the LCSG to include Pacific County and Clatsop County.  Greg Wolf sent invitation letters to the counties and will be following up with them to determine who will attend meetings to represent the counties.  The group discussed the benefit of adding the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission as a member.  John Englund has resigned as a Lower River representative to the LCSG.  Staff and members of LCSG will explore alternatives for another citizen member of the group.

Susan Brody presented the LCSG Priority Activities for 2005.  The group discussed a sheet with 10 possible activities and rated the options.  A number of suggestions were made for editing and re-grouping the items.  Group members turned in their sheets at the conclusion of the meeting so results could be tabulated.  The group will revisit these possible activities at the next meeting.

IV.  Funding Status and Opportunities

Greg Wolf discussed funding opportunities that will be pursued to sustain the operations of LCSG.  The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation rejected both submitted proposals:  Nearshore Beneficial Use habitat monitoring; and LCSG project development work.  NFWF will announce another RFP in the spring.  Greg Wolf and Bill Blosser met with Oregon Division of State Lands and the Columbia Channel Coalition to discuss operational and project support.  The Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development continues to provide additional support for the Near Shore Beneficial Use project.

V.  Next Steps

Greg asked that the group meet again in January 2005 to finalize priority activities for LCSG.

Attendees:

LCSG Members:

Larry Paulson, Port of Vancouver

Christy McDonough, CREST (interim director)

Davis Moriuchi, USACE

Tom Byler, Oregon Governor’s Office

Carol Jolly, Washington Governor’s Office

Deb Marriott, Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership

Bill Wyatt, Port of Portland

Peter Gearin, Port of Vancouver

Greg Wolf, National Policy Consensus Center

Susan Brody, National Policy Consensus Center

Dale Beasley, Columbia River Crabbers Association (via Conference Phone)

Interested Parties:

Bill Blosser

Steve Greenwood

Jim Bergeron, Port of Astoria Commission

Doris McKillip, USACE

Paul Klarin, DLCD

Pat Egan, Port of Portland

Chuck Gale, consultant with Coastal Communities

Susan Trabucco, Astoria-area consultant

