Lower Columbia Solutions Group

draft Team Meeting Notes
August 20, 2009
Port of Portland Commission Room

121 NW Everett St. Portland, Oregon 

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Participants

Jane Bacchieri, OR Governor’s Office
Brian Lynn, WA Dept of Ecology

Bill Wyatt, Port of Portland

Larry Pfund, Port of Astoria

Bill Hunsinger, Port of Astoria

Dale Beasley, Col River Crab Fisherman

Peter Huhtala, Col River Business Alliance

Mike DeSimone, Pacific County, WA

Hobe Kytr, Salmon for All

Lisa Pomasl, Col River Channel Coalition

Micah Russell, CREST

Lionel Klikoff, WA DNR

Zoanne Thomas, WA DNR

Deb Marriott, LCREP

Catherine Corbett, LCREP

Kevin Brice, USACE 
Michel Ott, USACE

Doris McKillip, USACE
Dale Blanton, OR DLCD

Katherine Roberts, USFWS

Steve Marx, US Rep. Wu’s office

Donna Nyberg, OR Rep. Witt’s office

Mark Ellsworth, OR Governor’s Office

Dave Livesay, GSI

Greg Wolf, LCSG Convener

Staff
	Mikell O'Mealy, LCSG Program Manager

Jim Owens, Southwest Washington Project Manager

Kim Travis, Oregon Solutions Project Coordinator 
Lauren Beeney, Intern 


Welcome and introductions 
Greg Wolf, Lower Columbia Solutions Group (LCSG) Convener, gave an overview of the meeting agenda and invited participants to introduce themselves. Greg noted that at this meeting, partners will sign a “Declaration of Cooperation” to affirm progress made on the Southwest Washington Littoral Drift Restoration project and outline next steps.  
Update on funding for Lower Columbia Upland Disposal Facility
Mikell O’Mealy, LCSG Program Manager, provided an update on plans for designing a lower Columbia upland facility that ports and others can use to dispose of dredged sediment that is too contaminated for in-water release. Mikell described support from multiple partners in the region, funding commitments and a projected timeline for facility design and permitting pending additional funding. The LCSG and partners are actively seeking funding contributions to match local and state commitments, with the intent of raising a total of $400,000 to develop designs and permitting in 2010. 

To assist fundraising efforts, Mikell proposed drafting a Declaration of Cooperation that LCSG members could sign to affirm commitments and regional interest in the project. The Port of Astoria and other LCSG members expressed support, and Greg Wolf indicated that a Declaration would be brought to the next LCSG meeting for signature. 
Declaration of Cooperation for Southwest Washington Littoral Drift Restoration
Brian Lynn, Washington Department of Ecology Coastal and Shorelands Section Manager, described the progress made in two recent LCSG science-policy workshops and agreement on next steps. The science-policy workshops, held in Ilwaco, Washington, in April and June, explored the benefits and impacts of using dredged sediment to address erosion issues that are affecting nearshore habitats, coastal beaches and the Columbia River jetties. The workshops convened scientists, resource managers and policy-makers to facilitate consensus on biological and physical impacts, and a final report from the workshops will soon be posted on the LCSG website. Brian stated that two potential beneficial use sites are being considered in southwest Washington – one in the nearshore area and another at Benson Beach. Funding for placing sediment on Benson Beach is pending, and partners hope that placement can occur in 2010 as a pilot project, with additional funds to monitor results.  

Greg Wolf presented a Declaration of Cooperation for signature by LCSG partners that memorialized areas of consensus and next steps as agreed upon in the workshops.  

Status of Regional Sediment Management Planning and next steps 

Mikell O’Mealy provided an update on work to develop initial components of a Regional Sediment Management Plan that is designed to assist regulatory agencies, ports and others in decision-making for dredging activities in the lower Columbia. LCSG partners signed a Declaration of Cooperation in January 2008 to initiate the project, and Mikell proposed steps for updating the Declaration in early 2010. 
Project partners provided updates on next steps and in-water activities that will contribute to the planning process. Debrah Marriott, Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership Executive Director, summarized the progress over the past year and priorities for finishing initial tasks in 2009. Michael Ott, Army Corps of Engineers Regional Sediment Management Manager, gave an overview of in-river sediment management studies for ecological restoration near pile dikes and dredge disposal areas. Catherine Corbett, Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership Technical Programs Manager, presented an overview of habitat restoration opportunities near pile structures in the river and described plans for three pilot projects over the next few years. LCSG members discussed how these efforts will contribute to the larger Regional Sediment Management Planning work over the coming year.    
Looking ahead – funding needs for Lower Columbia sediment management
Greg Wolf led LCSG members in discussing funding needs and potential funding sources for sediment management work in the lower Columbia over the next few years. Regional sediment management planning was identified as a priority, and members suggested exploring opportunities to coordinate with the West Coast Governor’s Agreement on Ocean Health, which calls for the development of regional plans. Greg indicated that we would invite a presentation from the WCGA at the next LCSG meeting, and continue discussion about funding needs and potential FY 2011 congressional requests.  
Next steps

Greg Wolf summarized next steps from the meeting and thanked participants for their good thinking and comments. The fall LCSG meeting will include an update on the sand-tracer study being conducted near the Columbia River South Jetty, signing of a Declaration of Cooperation for the regional upland disposal facility, updates for the Regional Sediment Management Planning Declaration of Cooperation, and continued discussion of funding needs and opportunities. Lauren Beeney, LCSG Intern, will contact LCSG members to select dates for the next meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:30 p.m. 
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