Lower Columbia Solutions Group

draft Team Meeting Notes
March 5, 2009
Port of Vancouver Commission Room

3103 NW Lower River Road, Vancouver, Washington
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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	Page Phillips, Congressman Baird’s Office
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Jennifer Hennessey, Washington Dept of Ecology
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	Donna Nyberg, Representative Witt’s Office
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Greg Wolf, LCSG Convener


Staff
	Mikell O'Mealy, LCSG Program Manager

Jim Owens, Southwest Washington Project Manager

Bill Blosser, Regional Sediment Planning Project Manager

Lauren Beeney, Intern 


Welcome and Introductions 
Greg Wolf, Lower Columbia Solutions Group (LCSG) Convener, gave an overview of the meeting agenda and invited participants to introduce themselves. Greg emphasized that a primary focus of the meeting was to discuss possible roles and activities for the LCSG in 2009-2010, considering the larger context of what we’ve accomplished and the status of LCSG projects and related issues.
Update on the regulatory process for nearshore disposal at the mouth of the Columbia 
Mikell O’Mealy, LCSG Program Manager, summarized state requirements related to nearshore disposal and beneficial use of dredged sediments, and invited Jane Bacchieri, Oregon Governor’s Office, and Brian Lynn, representing the Washington Governor’s Office, to speak specifically to state interests. Jane expressed appreciation for the work of the LCSG and partners in developing nearshore disposal options to address erosion near the South Jetty, and stated that the regulatory process was on track to identify new nearshore disposal sites this year. Brian stated Washington’s interest in having the LCSG continue to provide a neutral forum and project management for developing nearshore disposal options near the North Jetty, and described plans for two LCSG science-policy workshops this spring. Kevin Brice, Army Corps of Engineers, summarized the Corps plans for working with the states to gain a multiyear water quality certification for dredging activities at the mouth of the Columbia River, under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. The current certification expires in June 2010, and new nearshore disposal sites will be part of the new certification to address erosion issues near the jetties, coastal beaches and in the littoral zone. 
Quick updates on LCSG projects 

Regional Upland Disposal Facility for contaminated sediments 

Mikell O’Mealy, Jay Flint from CREST, and Deborah Marriott from the Estuary Partnership described next steps for conducting a feasibility study to design and permit an upland disposal facility for contaminated sediments that multiple lower Columbia River ports could use. LCSG members discussed state and local funding partners to support the study, and endorsed seeking congressional funding for constructing the facility in 2010. Steve Marx, representing Congressman Wu, and Page Phillips, representing Congressman Baird, expressed interest in the project as critical to the economic and environmental health of local and regional communities.   
Regional Sediment Management Planning
Bill Blosser, LCSG Project Manager, and Deborah Marriott provided an overview of progress to develop a Regional Sediment Management Plan for the lower Columbia River to maximize regional benefits (economic, social and environmental) and reduce costs associated with dredging activities. LCSG members discussed funding needs for 2009-2010 and ways to support the Estuary Partnership’s fiscal year 2010 request for congressional assistance.  
Southwest Washington Littoral Drift Restoration Project 
Jim Neva, Port of Ilwaco, provided an update on funding and congressional requests related to the Benson Beach project, and plans for spring 2009 LCSG science-policy workshops to address nearshore disposal questions related to wave amplification and biological sciences. LCSG members endorsed sponsoring the workshops and providing project management support. 
Oregon Columbia Nearshore Beneficial Use Project

Mikell O’Mealy acknowledged the good work of the Partners Group and provided an update on a sand tracer study that was initiated last fall. Samples from the study will continue to be collected this spring and results should be available this summer. 
LCSG role for 2009-2010
LCSG members and participants discussed opportunities for the LCSG to help address lower Columbia dredging and related economic and environmental issues in the coming years. Jane Bacchieri noted that after seven years of the convening the partners in collaboration, the group is well positioned to address new issues as they arise. While LCSG oversight of the Oregon nearshore project may no longer be necessary because the regulatory process seems to be on track, the group should investigate and plan for future funding needs for the lower Columbia for the next few years. Jane also suggested that the LCSG explore a potential role with climate change activities in the region. 
Brian Lynn expressed a high level of support for the LCSG’s activities on behalf of Governor Gregoire’s office. Washington wants the LCSG to continue providing oversight and a neutral forum for developing nearshore disposal options in southwest Washington to ensure that all partners are engaged and progress is made. Brian agreed that the group should look to the future, and suggested potentially expanding the LCSG’s scope in coordination with other West Coast ecosystem initiatives. 

LCSG members agreed with these remarks and offered other possibilities, including engaging the Seattle Corps of Engineers office as a partner for nearshore beneficial use activities, coordinating with the West Coast Governor’s Agreement on Ocean Health for regional sediment management, and investigating sources of contamination in the sediment that comes down the Columbia River system and settles out in the estuary. Greg Wolf addressed the need for additional funding sources to support LCSG activities, noting that the Columbia River Channel Coalition currently provides core funding for the group. Many of the issues facing the LCSG are very complex and other opportunities for funding would allow for greater assistance. Greg asked LCSG members to think about potential additional sources. Kevin Brice expressed appreciation on behalf of the Corps for the LCSG’s collaboration assistance and results, which reflect an integration of all interests in the lower Columbia. 
Next steps
Greg Wolf summarized next steps from the meeting and thanked participants for their good thinking and comments. The next LCSG meeting will be this summer, and Lauren Beeney, LCSG intern, will contact members with potential dates. 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:35 p.m. 
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