AGENDA

Lower Columbia Solutions Group
October 10, 2008
9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., including lunch and project tours

Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center at Cape Disappointment State Park in Ilwaco, Washington
9:30
Tour the South Jetty/Columbia Nearshore project area  
Meet at Fort Stevens State Park in Hammond, Oregon, to see the Columbia Nearshore project area, including areas of recent erosion and location of the sand tracer study.
10:30
Travel to Ilwaco -- Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center at Cape Disappointment State Park
11:30  
Meet at Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center
· Lunch will be provided in the main meeting room
noon
Welcome, introductions and meeting objectives – Greg Wolf

12:10  
What we’re learning on Regional Sediment Planning – Bill Blosser Catherine Corbett 
· Bill will describe recent progress in developing a Regional Sediment Management Plan, and Catherine will demonstrate tools for helping us make decisions on where and how we can use sediment in beneficial ways in the lower Columbia River.
· Action needed:  Continued guidance from the Policy Steering Committee as the project moves forward, and ongoing assistance from individual LCSG organizations to carry out commitments in the LCSG’s January 2007 Declaration of Cooperation. 

12:40
Opportunities and needs related to the Columbia Nearshore Beneficial Use Project – Jim Owens 

· Jim will provide a visual overview of the project area and location of a sand tracer study to illustrate what we hope to learn about sediment movement and the potential for a nearshore beneficial use site to protect the littoral zone from erosion. Jim will describe research, funding and other project needs. 
· Action needed:  Provide direction on (1) establishing a research clearinghouse for data on nearshore areas, (2) designating the Oregon and Southwest Washington partners groups, with input from the Science Advisory Team, as the forums to review and recommend funding of research proposals, (3) requesting that the Science Advisory Team develop a research agenda, (4) sponsoring a science-policy workshop focused on biological research needs, and (5) requesting that NOAA and the Coast Guard include wave measurement instrumentation on a new buoy to be installed at the mouth of the Columbia.
1:10 
Options for the Southwest Washington Littoral Drift Restoration Project – Jim Owens

· Jim will provide a visual overview of the project area and potential restoration sites under consideration. Jim will also explain options for moving forward and assistance needed for next steps.
· Action needed:  Provide (1) assistance in contacting the Congressional delegation to discuss the process to obtain WRDA language flexibility for the use of an existing appropriation for the Benson Beach project, (2) assistance in lobbying for $1.7 million in state matching funds and identification of other potential sources of matching funds, (3) if matching funding is not available, approval of the Partners Group for investigating an alternative project or a scaled-back Benson Beach project, and (4) sponsorship of a science-policy workshop focused on biological sciences and identifying alternative beneficial use projects.
1:40 
Recommendations for siting a Regional Upland Disposal Facility – Jay Flint 
· Jay will recommend potential sites for an upland disposal facility for contaminated sediments to serve the near and long term needs of lower Columbia ports. 
· Action needed:  Provide feedback on the recommended options and determine whether the project should move forward to the next phase of investigation (engineering parameters and cost estimates for developing a disposal facility). Funding will be needed for the next phase.
2:00  
Next steps – Greg Wolf

The next LCSG meeting will be scheduled for January 2009.
2:15
Tour the North Jetty/Benson Beach project area  
Drive to nearby parking area and walk down to Benson Beach to see erosion and potential areas for beneficial sediment use. Then walk to the North Jetty to see area breached by erosion as well as recent repair work. 
3:30
Depart
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Preparation – Please review these attachments and come to the meeting with your ideas and questions. 
· Progress report on Regional Sediment Management Planning
· Progress report on Columbia Nearshore Beneficial Use Project

· Progress report on Southwest Washington Littoral Drift Restoration Project
· Summary of September 11, 2008, Columbia River Beneficial Use Projects meeting (background information)
· Recommendations for Regional Upland Disposal Planning (to be emailed to the LCSG by October 7)
· Draft May 1, 2008 LCSG meeting notes
For more information, visit the LCSG web site - www.lowercolumbiasolutions.org.   
Questions?  Contact Mikell O’Mealy, LCSG Program Manager, at 503-229-6590 or mikell.omealy@state.or.us. 
