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Lower Columbia Solutions Group

September 5, 2003; 1 pm to 3 pm

I.  Welcome and Introductions

Greg Wolf, Executive Director of the National Policy Consensus Center (NPCC), opened the meeting and asked all participants to introduce themselves.  He summarized the objectives of the Lower Columbia Solutions Group meeting and outlined the agenda for the meeting.  The group approved the June meeting summary.

Susan Brody updated the group about the status of the resolution in the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure authorizing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers feasibility study. The resolution has not been reviewed by the Committee at this time but is expected to be reviewed within the month.

II.  Rice Island Declaration of Cooperation

Matt Van Ess, convener for the project and Steve Greenwood, Oregon Solutions staff discussed the status of Rice Island.  The Rice Island collaborative partners have successfully identified the key steps needed to ensure that Rice Island will be “market ready.”  The group has signed the Declaration of Cooperation.  The regulatory issues for a load out facility have been resolved and the group is moving forward on plans for the facility.  Under the agreement the Ports of Astoria and Portland will provide the institutional framework needed to market the Rice Island sand.  CREST will be responsible for obtaining the regulatory permits. The Division of State Lands intends to issue a license or a permit for all or a portion of the sands.  The San Francisco Airport expansion has been delayed but the SeaTac expansion specifications for sand will be sent out within the next month.  Depending on the timing of the bidding process, it is possible that Rice Island could be a source of sand for the SeaTac project.  Greg Wolf agreed to send a letter to the members of the Rice Island team thanking them for their work on the project.

III.  Project Status Reports

1.  Benson Beach

Carol Jolly and Dale Beasley reported that funding doesn’t look likely for 2004 but is possible for fiscal year 2005.  Carol said that it is still a top priority for the State of Washington but it is difficult for the State to come up with funds to meet the cost-sharing requirement.  Davis Moriuchi noted that it will be important for a coordinated, consistent message to Congress on the amount of money needed for Benson Beach in the fiscal year 2005 request.

2.  Columbia Near-Shore Beneficial Use Project

Greg Wolf thanked Jim Bergeron for agreeing to be the convener for the new project team.  Steve Greenwood briefly reviewed the status of the project and noted that the project team will have its first meeting in October.

3.  Ross Island

Pam Wiley handed out a summary of the issues discussed by the Ross Island team to date.  She reported that the team had met three times and may schedule a fourth meeting.   The handout covered issues relating to the economics of reclamation, the quality of the fill material and Rice Island as a possible source of material for Ross Island.  The group discussed various options and Davis Moriuchi indicated that the Corps would look at whether there would be some benefit to the Corps of using dredge material from the lower river at Ross Island.
IV.  Strategic Planning Project

Greg Wolf asked Bill Blosser to report on the status of the strategic planning project.  Bill noted that he has been interviewing stakeholders about the strategic plan for the LCSG.  Bill asked how the strategic plan overlaps with other efforts including the Corps Regional Sediment Management Plan.  He also asked about the definition of beneficial use and the implications of sand removal to the total amount of sediment needed in the Columbia River system. He reported that he will be meeting with the Strategic Plan subcommittee soon.  There was discussion about a variety of issues that should be considered as part of the strategic planning effort including the determination of Least Cost.  Another issue of importance is a funding strategy for future LCSG projects including opportunities for obtaining funds through the Congressional budget process.

V.  Report from Least Cost Subcommittee

Davis Moriuchi reported that the subcommittee had met twice and prepared a handout summarizing the outcomes of these meetings including recommendations.  The recommendations included:  1) identifying and obtaining funding for ecosystem restoration projects; 2) pursuing increased funding for the regional sediment management program; 3) developing narrowly-scoped legislation focused on a pilot project or demonstration project in the lower Columbia River with a five-year time horizon and a report back to Congress. 

The group discussed the importance of developing strategies for obtaining non-federal matching funds.  There was also discussion about the advantages of pursuing projects under existing legislative authorities versus amending or proposing new legislation.   

VI. Columbia River Littoral Cell Analysis

Jonathan Allen gave a presentation on the DOGAMI Columbia River Littoral Cell Analysis.  Copies of the report were distributed and it was noted that issues relating to “sediment budget” need to be addressed in both the strategic plan and in the Near-Shore Beneficial Use project.

VII.  Next Steps

Greg summarized the next steps for LCSG as follows:  1) Set up an informational briefing for the Congressional delegation; 2) work with LCREP to identify ecosystem restoration projects that would use lower Columbia River sand (including a presentation to LCSG from the LCREP Science Committee); 3) review the draft strategic plan; 4) discuss funding priorities.

The Meeting was adjourned at 3 pm.

List of Attendees:

LCSG Members Present

Matt Van Ess, CREST

Bill Wyatt, Port of Portland

Jim Bergeron, substitute for Peter Gearin, Port of Astoria

Davis Moriuchi, US Army Corps of Engineers

Larry Paulson, Port of Vancouver

Dale Beasley, Columbia River Crabbers Association

Carol Jolly, State of Washington Governor’s Office

David Van’t Hof, substitute for Tom Byler, State of Oregon Governor’s Office

Susan Brody, National Policy Consensus Center

Greg Wolf, National Policy Consensus Center

Interested Parties

Keith Leavitt, Port of Portland

Jim Rue, Ross Island Sand and Gravel

Pam Wiley

Representative Betsy Johnson

Fran McNair, Washington Department of Natural Resources

Cathy Tortorici, NMFS 

Bill Blosser

John Fratt, Port of Vancouver

Doris McKillip, US Army Corps of Engineers

Jim Bergeron, Port of Astoria

Steve Greenwood, Oregon Solutions

Paul Klarin, DLCD

Jonathan Allen, DOGAMI

Sebastian Degens, Port of Portland

Taunja Berquam, US Army Corps of Engineers

