Lower Columbia Solutions Group

draft Team Meeting Notes
November 29, 2007

Location: US Army Corps of Engineers office

333 SW First Avenue, 10th floor, Portland

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Participants
	Kevin Brice, Corps of Engineers, Portland Dist.

	Mike DeSimone, Pacific County Dept. of Cmty. Devel.

	Jay Flint, CREST

	Debrah Marriott, LCREP

	Larry Pfund, Port of Astoria

	Kathy Sanders, Port of Astoria

	Bill Wyatt, Port of Portland

	Robert Anderson, NOAA Fisheries

	Bob Bailey, OR DLCD

	Dale Blanton, Oregon Coastal Mgmt. Prog.

	Judy Coffman, DEQ NWR Solid Waste Program

	Alex Cyril, OR DEQ

	Fritz Graham, Senator Ron Wyden

	Jennifer Hennessey, WA Dept. of Ecology

	Richard Krikava, Sen. Gordon Smith

	Brian Lynn, WA Dept. of Ecology

	Doris McKillip, Corps of Engineers

	Fran McNair, Washington DNR Aquatics

	Rick Parkin, EPA Office of Ecosystems - Seattle

	Dianne Perry, Port Coalition

	Dan Averill, WA DNR

	Bill Blosser, NPCC

	Lora Eddy, Port of Astoria

	Addison Jacobs, Port of Vancouver

	Colonel Tom O’Donovan, Corps of Engineers

	Lisa Pomasl, Columbia River Channel Coalition

	Scott Robinson, WA DNR

	Phil Trask, PCT&A

	Rudd Turner, Corps of Engineers

	Greg Wolf, NPCC Convener


Staff
	Steve Greenwood

	Leon Lindstrom

	Mikell O'Mealy

	Jim Owens

	Kim Travis


Welcome and Introductions – Greg Wolf

Greg Wolf opened the meeting and outlined the agenda, and all participants introduced themselves.

Report on Lower Columbia Solutions Group interviews – Mikell O’Mealy

Mikell O’Mealy has been interviewing LCSG team members over the last few weeks, and she thanked them for taking the time to share their thoughts about moving the team forward. Thanks also to those who responded to the LCSG survey. Mikell plans to bring back any action items that come out of this process to the team in the coming months.
Mikell reported that she heard a lot of affirmation of the team’s success in bringing together various stakeholders in two states, including coastal communities, environmental groups, the fishing community, the Oregon and Washington governors’ offices, the Corps of Engineers, and regulatory agencies. She also reported that participants would like to see the LCSG find ways to take more action on the group’s priorities, including regional sediment planning and projects to protect the jetties from erosion, replenish sand in the littoral zone, and restore crab and other fishery habitats. Over the coming year, Mikell and the other LCSG staff hope to help orient the group toward more action and significant progress on these priorities. She noted that the draft Declaration of Cooperation for Regional Sediment Planning, which team members will review today and plan to sign in January, will help solidify participant commitments and next steps. Mikell also invited participants to give her a call with suggestions at any time. (Her phone number is 503-229-6590.)
Report on Regional Sediment Planning – Bill Blosser
Bill reported that the regional sediment planning group has made substantial progress over the last 3 to 4 months. He asked participants to review the draft Declaration of Cooperation and to let him know if there are edits or additional commitments that participants would like to make.
He reminded the team that a key driver of the sediment plan is to create clarity on how best to manage sediment. The umbrella plan will consider economic, social and environmental factors for both uncontaminated and contaminated sediment and both the river and the littoral cell at the mouth of the estuary. While it will not be a policy document itself, the plan will help NOAA Fisheries, the Corps of Engineers, state regulatory agencies, counties and other entities set coherent policies and make decisions on projects.

Participants should send comments to Bill (billblosserpr@yahoo.com) in the next 2 weeks. After he collects the edits, he will send an updated DOC draft to participants for review before the January team meeting.

Ten of those present at today’s meeting have been participating in an ad hoc oversight group working on the concept of Regional Sediment Planning. As we move forward, Bill would like to develop two formal steering committees to guide Regional Sediment Planning – a Policy committee and a Science/Technical committee. Bill asked participants to let him know who from their organizations should serve on each committee, and he will attach initial committee membership lists to the final Declaration of Cooperation in January. 
Regional Upland Disposal Planning – Mikell O’Mealy
Mikell reviewed the purpose of the upland-disposal planning group: the Port of Astoria brought its need for a contaminated-sediment disposal solution to the LCSG in 2006. The team appointed a subcommittee, which assessed the needs of all lower Columbia ports for managing contaminated sediment and the potential for a shared upland disposal site to reduce costs. The committee found that presently, the Port of Astoria is the only lower Columbia port with a current need for upland contaminated sediment disposal, although the Port of Ilwaco and others may have future needs.  
High costs of sediment transport make a large central sediment disposal facility unlikely at present. The subcommittee decided to address Astoria’s current need while continuing to evaluate the potential for a shared site. The driving factor for the ports is cost.
In discussion, LCSG members affirmed an ongoing role for the group in identifying other financial resources that could support this project. Several participants also expressed interest in creating a system where sediment material could be reused.
Columbia Nearshore / South Jetty Project – Jim Owens

Jim Owens, who will be taking over for Steve Greenwood as the LCSG’s project manager on this project, thanked his predecessor for his work and said he was honored to be a part of the project. Jim plans to organize a project team meeting in January to revisit the scope and budget of the project and outline next steps. 
Southwest Washington Littoral Zone Restoration / Benson Beach Project

Mike DeSimone reported that following the July Science-Policy workshop in Ilwaco, some members of the project team felt that they would like the LCSG to formally take on the project, providing a neutral forum to allow the project to move forward efficiently with all partners on board. He asked the LCSG to consider this, and a number of LCSG members supported the idea. As a result, a LCSG project manager will assess the concept and bring recommendations back to the LCSG in January. The assessment will also evaluate potential benefits and drawbacks of combining the Benson Beach and Columbia Nearshore/South Jetty projects.  
Steve Greenwood remarked on the success of the July Science-Policy workshop, when the group achieved consensus on a work plan for a pilot project. That consensus could provide an opportunity to pursue congressional funding for the pilot. Congressional appropriation request needs to be finalized in early 2008, and the team still needs to resolve uncertainties related to project approach, design and costs. 
Closing
After updates and notices, Greg closed the meeting. Staff will schedule the next LCSG meeting for January.
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