AGENDA

Lower Columbia Solutions Group Meeting

November 12, 2009

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., with lunch provided

Port of Vancouver Commission Room
3103 NW Lower River Road, Vancouver, Washington

11:00
Welcome, introductions and meeting objectives 

Greg Wolf, LCSG Convener, will welcome participants and review objectives. At this meeting, partners will sign a “Declaration of Cooperation” to affirm commitments for a Lower Columbia Upland Disposal Facility for contaminated sediments, and discuss options for continuing work on beneficial use of dredged sediment at the mouth of the Columbia. LCSG members will also provide direction for continuing work on a Regional Sediment Management Plan and future funding needs for sediment management activities. 
11:10
Declaration of Cooperation for Lower Columbia Upland Disposal Facility 
Mikell O’Mealy, LCSG Program Manager, will give an update on partner support and funding to conduct a feasibility study to design a regional upland disposal facility for contaminated sediments in the lower Columbia. 
· LCSG action needed:  Partners sign a Declaration of Cooperation affirming funding contributions, technical assistance and support for designing the facility. 
11:30
Progress on Regional Sediment Management Planning and next steps 
Bill Blosser, LCSG Project Manager, will give an update on recent work to develop a Regional Sediment Management Plan for the lower Columbia, designed to assist regulatory agencies, ports and others in decision-making. Members of the RSMP Policy Committee will be invited to share their perspectives. 
· LCSG action needed:  Provide guidance on priorities for developing the plan in 2010, to prepare for updating the Declaration of Cooperation that LCSG partners signed in January 2008. 
noon
lunch break 

Update on sand tracer study near the South Jetty

Michael Ott, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regional Sediment Management Manager, will provide an update on initial results of a sand tracer study conducted fall 2008 through spring 2009 to understand sediment movement near the South Columbia River Jetty in Oregon. 
· LCSG action needed:  Discuss how results will help inform opportunities for beneficial use of dredged sediment to reduce erosion near the jetty and in the littoral zone.

1:00
Proposed new LCSG project – developing a recommended sediment management plan for the mouth of the Columbia River 
Mikell O’Mealy, LCSG Program Manager, will describe a proposed LCSG project to develop a recommended regional sediment management plan for the mouth of the Columbia that establishes new nearshore or on-shore beneficial use site in Oregon and Washington to address ongoing erosion. 
· LCSG action needed:  Decide whether to initiate the project and provide guidance on priority issues to be addressed. 
1:30
Update on West Coast Governor’s Agreement on Ocean Health – sediment management

Jenna Borberg, Oregon Sea Grant Fellow in Governor Kulongoski’s Natural Resources Office, will provide an update on the WCGA and funding requests to support regional sediment management planning and related west coast priorities. The WCGA Action Plan calls for developing regional sediment management plans to maximize beneficial use of sediment in an environmentally responsible manner to protect and maintain critical community economic and environmental infrastructure. 
· LCSG action needed:  Discuss opportunities to support and coordinate with the West Coast Governor’s Agreement on funding priorities in FY 2010 and 2011. 
1:45
Looking ahead – funding needs for Lower Columbia sediment management

Mikell O’Mealy, LCSG Program Manager, will propose initial concepts for FY 2011 congressional appropriations requests. Debrah Marriott, Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership Executive Director, will share the Partnership’s draft funding requests related to regional sediment management. 

· LCSG action needed:  Identify funding needs and sources for sediment management priorities in the lower Columbia, and discuss opportunities for LCSG leadership, including potential FY 2011 congressional appropriations requests. 
1:55  
Next steps 
Greg Wolf will summarize next steps and invite comments and observations from LCSG members and participants. The next LCSG meeting will be in March 2010. 
2:00
Adjourn
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Preparation – Please review these attachments and come to the meeting with your ideas and questions. 
· Declaration of Cooperation for Lower Columbia Upland Disposal Facility 
· Progress report on Regional Sediment Management Planning project, with January 2008 Declaration of Cooperation and March 2008 Scope of Work for reference
· Summary of proposed new LCSG project – developing a recommended regional sediment management plan for the mouth of the Columbia River
· Draft August 20, 2009 LCSG meeting notes
· LCSG charter (for reference; no changes proposed) 

For more information, please visit the LCSG web site – www.lowercolumbiasolutions.org – or contact Mikell O’Mealy, LCSG Program Manager, at 503-229-6590 or mikell.omealy@state.or.us. 
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