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Welcome and Introductions – Greg Wolf

Greg Wolf opened the meeting and outlined the agenda, and all participants introduced themselves.

Signing Celebration for Regional Sediment Planning Declaration of Cooperation

Bill Blosser introduced the Regional Sediment Planning Declaration of Cooperation and invited opening comments from both Oregon and Washington’s Governor’s Offices -- Jane Bacchieri from Governor Kulongoski’s office and Brian Lynn on behalf of Kathleen Drew from Governor Gregoire’s office. 
Other members of the Regional Sediment Planning Policy Steering Committee then commented on the Declaration of Cooperation. Doris McKillip said that the LCSG is a platform for addressing regional needs and is a unique entity in the United States. Doris and Jennifer Hennessey of the Washington Department of Ecology attended a Regional Sediment Management conference last year and presented information about the LCSG. She has been getting calls from other districts asking how they can do something similar in their areas. Cathy Tortorici stated this is a major step forward for NOAA on sediment management issues. The Regional Sediment Planning project is coordinated and cooperative, and building new bridges. Deb Marriott said that LCSG Regional Sediment Planning and LCREP programs have now evolved in coordination and reflect the needs of both organizations.

Dianne Perry agreed that there seems to be a convergence with regulatory frameworks related to sediment management and all parties will be able to manage their needs in the process. Bill Wyatt concluded that this is a big step and positive. A key factor is having the LCSG act as a governance body over the work that will be happening as we move forward in Regional Sediment Management.

Many LCSG members then signed the Declaration of Cooperation and Greg Wolf thanked everyone for their work.
Lunch Presentations
Doris McKillip introduced Trap Puckett and Jonathan Marsh, Corps of Engineers contractors, who gave an overview of a sand tracer study initiated in the fall of 2006 off the coast of Southwest Washington. The study was designed to assess the fate of dredged sand deposited in the Corps’ shallow water disposal site just north of the mouth of the Columbia River. Rod Moritz is the technical lead in the Portland District. Trap and Jonathan reported that tracer distribution from the study indicated general patterns of transport form the disposal site – transport north onto Peacock Spit and then shoreward or northward and to the west onto the seaward portion of the ebb shoal and then to the north. 
Brian Lynn noted the need to reconvene the Science Committee that participated in the successful Ilwaco workshop in July 2007 to review these results.
Cathy Tortorici gave an overview of the Columbia Estuary ESA Recovery Plan module. The goal of the module is to improve salmon survival in the estuary and advance recovery planning in the main stem.  NOAA is seeking comments on the module until March 3, and the plan can be found at www.nwr.noaa.gov. NOAA intends to finalize the plan in the fall of 2008. LCREP is the primary entity in coordinating this project.

Update on the Columbia Nearshore/South Jetty project

Jim Owens reported recent progress on this project, including a Fiscal Year 2008 congressional appropriation of $197,000 in the Corps budget to support the project, of which the Corps Portland District will likely receive $177,000. At a January 8 meeting of the Partners Group, team members agreed to use the funds to conduct a sand tracer study near the Columbia River South Jetty in August/September 2008 instead of a larger Phase II demonstration project (a LCSG FY 2008 request of $600,000 for the Phase II demonstration was not fully funded). Although one of the original purposes of a Phase II Demonstration Project was to evaluate alternative dispersal methods and sites, the Partners Group believes it is critical to determine where the nearshore sediment goes, especially since the prior monitoring demonstrated that a berm would not protect the jetty. Options identified included conducting a sand tracer study by itself or conducting the study in conjunction with a second dredged materials placement project.  Environmental clearances would be necessary for any dredged material placement.
Next steps include convening the Science Committee to review the results of the recent tracer study off the Columbia River North Jetty, evaluate the tracer study concept for the South Jetty area, and help design the study and associated monitoring. 

The Partners Group also agreed on a FY 2009 congressional appropriation request for regulatory permitting, environmental assessment and monitoring for a future disposal site that can be adaptively managed to protect near-shore fishery habitats, the jetty and coastal beaches from erosion. The specific site location and methods of disposal would be informed by the sand tracer study. If the tracer study reveals sediment is settling in desired locations, it is expected that there would be no need for an additional sediment transport demonstration project as originally envisioned.
Brian Lynn recommended convening the Science Committee quickly to discuss the potential benefits and feasibility of a tracer study off the South Jetty as compared to other options. 
Decision on LCSG convening of the Southwest Washington Littoral Drift /Benson Beach project 

At the November LCSG meeting, the LCSG agreed to conduct an assessment of potentially serving as the convener and neutral forum for the Southwest Washington Littoral Drift Restoration (Benson Beach) project. Jim Owens conducted the assessment in December and January and gave an overview of his findings. Overall, LCSG members and partners support the LCSG serving as convener for the project; many view the LCSG as the only body that could effectively serve in this role. The assessment revealed benefits to aligning the Benson Beach project and the Columbia Nearshore/South Jetty project, including having a single Science Committee that could inform and evaluate both projects and consider options for nearshore beneficial use from a more regional perspective. 

Next steps include identifying potential conveners from Southwest Washington and determining whether funding is available to support a LCSG project manager to advance the project, estimated at approximately $20,000 per year. Mike DeSimone said that he is satisfied with the results of the assessment and willing to provide some funding for the LCSG to convene the project, which he feels will elevate the project’s visibility and enable a better result.  
The LCSG gave approval for convening the project contingent on funding for a project manager. 
Approval of the LCSG Congressional Funding letter
Mikell O’Mealy expressed gratitude to the subcommittee that worked together over the holidays to develop a FY 2009 congressional funding request for the LCSG – Jane Bacchiere, Deb Marriott, Dianne Perry, Jennifer Hennessey, Brian Lynn and Doris McKillip made a strong team. Mikell gave an overview of the request, which includes $600,000 for regulatory permitting, environmental assessment and monitoring to establish a beneficial disposal site for dredged sand off the Columbia River’s South Jetty; support for LCREP’s Lower Columbia River Toxics Reduction package with $300,000 to develop the Regional Sediment Management Plan; and a potential request for funding the Benson Beach project. LCSG members gave approval to submit the request to congressional offices in the coming weeks.
Decision on proposed membership changes to LCSG
Mikell O’Mealy reported that a key outcome of her recent discussions with LCSG members and Government Liaisions was a proposal to add two new members to the group – Jim Neva from the Port of Ilwaco and the Washington Department of Natural Resources. LCSG members approved the additions at this meeting, and asked that the LCSG Charter be amended to reflect the changes. Bill Wyatt suggested adding Oregon Department of State Lands as well, and Mikell will contact the Department to discuss their role. 
Next Steps

Greg Wolf reiterated next steps from the meeting. The LCSG will meet again in late April or early May to check in on the progress of these projects and hear an update on the LCSG’s evaluation of upland disposal options for contaminated sediment, as well as a report on Columbia River jetty repair plans. Cathy Tortorici suggested that the group talk about how wake impacts affect transportation; perhaps not for the April/May meeting but sometime soon. Dale Beasley added that the socioeconomic aspect of the tracer study needs to be built in.
Greg thanked participants and adjourned the meeting. 
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